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UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS



School of Sociology and Social Policy/ Faculty of Social Sciences

Participant Information Sheet


The title of the research project: Melodic minds and rhythm sticks: the stories of disabled musicians
Hello there. I am looking for disabled musicians to take part in a research project. If you decide to do so, you need to understand what topic the research looks at and what you will be asked to do as part of it. This info sheet aims to provide that information. If you are interested in taking part but find you still have questions, please contact me using the email provided at the end.
Who’s asking?

My name is Nathaniel. I am a PhD researcher at the University of Leeds. I am a drummer (is that a musician?) with mild cerebral palsy, dyslexia and dyspraxia. I have played many types of music including; jazz, orchestral, samba drumming and folk.
What is the purpose of the project?

The research looks at the experiences of disabled musicians. I want to understand their relationship with music; why they participant in it and what the experience has been like.
Why have I been chosen?

You are being invited to take part because you are a musician with some form of disability. 
I do not mind how you make music (whether you play an instrument, sing, use an electronic device etc.). 
I am happy to talk to participants with different disabilities. They could, for example, be visible or invisible. I am not a medical professional and will not be asking for ‘official’ proof of diagnosis.

Do I have to take part?

No. It is up to you whether or not to take part. If decide to do so, you will be asked to sign a consent form. During the interview itself, you can refuse to answer any individual question. You can stop the interview and leave/ask me to leave at any point. 
You can withdraw up to the end of December 2024 without it affecting the payment that you are entitled to in any way. You do not have to give a reason.
What do I have to do if I take part?

You are being asked to take part in one interview lasting approximately two hours. The interview will take place in person or online via Microsoft Teams. If you wish the interview to be in person, I can visit you or I can arrange for a space to be made available to us on university premises.
Beforehand, I will send you some prompting questions and ask you to think about how you will answer them. It will not be a complete list of questions because I will improvise a bit in the interview itself, but it should give you a general idea.

In the interview itself I will be asking in-depth questions about; how and why you starting playing music, important milestones (such as your first gig), any “bumps along the road” that you may have experienced and so on. In theory, I will be asking about your experience of being a disabled musician but I am as interested in the ‘musician’ part as I am in the ‘disabled’ part. 
My aim is for the interviews to be quite open ended. I would ideally like you to do most of the talking and ‘lead the way’ in terms of what you tell me.
After the interview, I will send you a transcript of what we said. This is for you to check to make sure you are still happy with everything. I may also ask follow up questions via email.

Will I be recorded, and how will the recorded media be used?
Yes. I will make recordings of the interviews. If the interview is in person, I will make an audio recording. If it is via Teams, I will make a video recording. This is so that I can focus on talking to you, rather than having to scribble down notes as you speak.

After the interview, the recording will be stored on university computers, which are protected with a professional level of encryption. I will then transcribe the interviews for analysis. No one outside of the project will have access to the original recordings.
I will use the recordings to make transcripts, which I will analyse for my research.

You can view the legal information about how teams processes the information collected here:

https://www.microsoft.com/licensing/docs/view/Professional-Services-Data-Protection-Addendum-DPA 

What are the possible disadvantages and risks of taking part?

The interview will focus on your experiences of playing music. I do not intend to ask you anything especially personal outside of that. That said, playing music tends to be a fairly central part of someone’s life and it’s possible that the interview will touch on other areas about which you do feel sensitive.
Telling a story involves giving away large amounts of information about yourself. Personal identifiers (names, places etc.) will be removed, however, it is still possible that someone who knows you might read the report and recognise that it is you who is being discussed.
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

You will receive a token payment of £24 for taking part. Where payment in money would risk breaching benefit thresholds, it will be given as some form of a voucher.
I am assuming that people will mainly want to participate due to an interest in the subject and a desire to share their experiences. The payment is not much more than a ‘thank you.’
Use, dissemination and storage of research data
The information will be used to write up a report (thesis) in the hope that I can gain a PhD qualification. I am also hoping to write and publish a journal article based on my findings.
What will happen to my personal information?

Any personal information (name, the place where you live, age etc) will be removed from my analysis. However, the interviews will involve you telling me detailed information about your experiences. It is always possible that someone who knows you could recognise who it is.
The recordings and transcripts will be kept on university computers. The university is a professional institution with high-grade security software and so the risk of a data leak is minimal. 
What will happen to the results of the research project? 

All the contact information that we collect about you during the course of the research will be kept strictly confidential and will stored separately from the research data. I will remove personal information (names, locations, dates etc.) form the research data so that you will not be identified in the report. 

I am aiming to publish the results in several forms; a PhD thesis, one or more journal articles, a blog post on Disability Arts Online (or similar magazines/websites) and a report aimed at organisations which provide musical activities to disabled people.
Who is organising/ funding the research?

The research was my idea and I am self-funding. The design has been approved by my supervisors.
Contact for further information
You are welcome to email me on ss17nff@leeds.ac.uk with any further questions.
My supervisors are Roger Slee (r.slee@leeds.ac.uk) and Karen Burland Clark (k.burland@leeds.ac.uk). You may contact them if you have any concerns regarding this project.
Thank you for taking the time to read through this information sheet.
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