Raised Voices and Sheffield Socialist Choir open session for Campaign Choirs

Theme: Anti-racism
29th April 2021, 7.30 - 9.00pm

(Opens for socialising at 7pm)

Session led by Jake Alexander (RV) and Janet Wood (SSC)

Round: Only When It’s Dark

Words: Martin Luther King, Music: Jake Alexander

Only, only, only

Only when it’s /dark enough

Can you see, dark enough, can you /see

The stars, the stars

I’m Gon’ Stand

Bernice Johnson Reagon, Sweet Honey in the Rock, based on words spoken by Rev. Benjamin Chavis

We will not bow down to – uh-huh – racism

We will not bow down to – injustice

We will not bow down to – exploitation

I’m gon’ stand, I’m gon’ stand.

We will not obey – uh-huh – racism

We will not obey – injustice

We will not obey – exploitation

I’m gon’ stand, I’m gon’ stand.
I just can’t tolerate – uh-huh – racism

I just can’t tolerate – injustice 
I just can’t tolerate – exploitation

I’m gon’ stand, I’m gon’ stand.

One Foot In Front Of The Other

Melanie DeMore

Chorus:
You gotta put one foot in front of the other
And lead with love.
Put one foot in front of the other
And lead with love.
(repeat till all parts in)

Verses (call and response):
Don’t give up hope
You’re not alone
Don’t you give up
Keep movin’ on
Chorus

Lift up your eyes
Don’t you despair
Look up ahead
The path is there

Chorus
I know you’re scared
And I’m scared too
But here I am
Right next to you

Chorus

Say Their Names 
Janet Wood, inspired by words from Mina Smallman, Dawn Butler MP and Charlton McIlwain, and dedicated to Nicole Smallman and Bibaa Henry.

“All people matter”

That’s what they tell us

Of course that’s right but it’s not true

Our nation’s victims

Are colour-coded

And black and female back the queue

Say their names   Bibaa, Nicole

Remember them

Say their names

Remember them

Say their names

Remember them

Their lives matter

Where was the outcry?

Where was the outrage?

How come it hardly made the news?

Where were the marches,

Demands for justice?

It’s time to call out this abuse

Chorus

What gives me purpose

What keeps me going

Is that their lives might make a change

Two women dancing

In light and freedom

A world that won’t forget their names

Chorus
